
May 23, 2025

The Honorable Ken Calvert             The Honorable Betty McCollum  
Chairman             Ranking Member  
Subcommittee on Defense             Subcommittee on Defense  
House Committee on Appropriations             House Committee on Appropriations  
Washington, D.C. 20515             Washington, D.C. 20515  

Dear Chairman Calvert and Ranking Member McCollum:

As you begin work on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 appropriations process, we write to respectfully 
request that you provide increased funding for valuable medical research conducted by the 
Department of Defense (DOD) through the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program
(CDMRP). 

The initiatives under the CDMRP are critical to advancing our understanding of a variety of 
health issues and have a proven track record of contributing to medical breakthroughs. They 
deserve Congress’s continuing support. The highly innovative research portfolio supported by 
the CDMRP focuses first and foremost on the health and well-being of the men and women in 
the U.S. Armed Services.  Examples of these programs focus research investments on:

 Traumatic brain injury and psychological health, Gulf War Illness, respiratory health, 
burn pits and other toxic exposures, spinal cord injury, and hearing and vision loss, and 
newer conditions such as Long COVID. 

 Existing and emerging infectious diseases that may threaten operational readiness and 
health security, and why diseases like ALS, multiple sclerosis and Parkinson’s disease 
occur at greater rates in those who have served in the military.  

 Orthotic and prosthetic research that has resulted in new limb-sparing techniques to save 
and restore functions of injured extremities, as well as outcomes research benefiting 
injured warfighters in need of orthotic and prosthetic devices.

Defense health research program grants neither duplicate nor supplant National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) or Veterans Administration (VA) research efforts, but rather enhance those efforts. 
They fund highly innovative projects – support that is typically unavailable through other federal
programs.  CDMRP funds the best-qualified proposals from researchers and research teams at 
top research universities and medical centers.  Unlike any other federal research program, 
CDMRP utilizes “consumer” reviewers – everyday citizens who are affected by these diseases – 
to review grants to ensure the best possible impact. The NIH and DoD medical research 
portfolios have symbiotic relationships, allowing NIH-funded basic research to serve as a 
foundation for ground-breaking, disorder-targeted research at DoD.  NIH and DoD program 
officers meet regularly to ensure collaboration and prevent duplication.



Unfortunately, the Full Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act (P.L. 119-4) reduced 
CDMRP overall by 57 percent, or $859 million.  However, this reduction was not applied equally
across all 35 programs.  Instead, many programs vital to warfighter health -- such as traumatic 
brain injury/psychological health; vision and hearing, orthotics, prosthetics and spinal cord; and 
pancreatic, kidney and lung cancer – received no funding for research grants in FY 2025.  If not 
fully funded, these programs will experience research interruptions that could have long-term 
implications for the health and readiness of the warfighter.

Members of Congress have traditionally supported a wide variety of programs within the
CDMRP, each with its own merits. While we all recognize the challenges facing your committee
in this difficult budget climate, we urge you to continue your support for the programs within the
CDMRP.  

Sincerely,

André Carson
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress



Patrick K. Ryan
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress



Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Mike Carey
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress



Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Jen A. Kiggans
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

John Rose
Member of Congress



Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Morgan Luttrell
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

George Whitesides
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress



Josh Riley
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Blake D. Moore
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress



George Latimer
Member of Congress

Michael V. Lawler
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress



Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

James C. Moylan
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Adam Gray
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Laura A. Gillen
Member of Congress




